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Hurricane Irene: “Extreme” risk to coastal mid-Atlantic,
southern New England
August 24, 2011 More than 14 years ago

By Jason Samenow

Importantly, two global forecast models, the European and the NOAA's "GFS", have shifted the track
slightly westward this afternoon increasing the risk of severe impacts to the coast of the mid-Atlantic
and New England. The National Hurricane Center has adjusted its official track slightly westward
bringing Irene's center near the North Carolina Outer Banks then north-northeastward (paralleling the
Delmarva coast) over the east end of Long Island, before crashing it into Rhode Island.

Dr. Rick Knabb, hurricane expert at the Weather Channel tweeted: "Irene poses extreme threat to many
parts of U.S. east coast. Main message is to prepare just in case."

A Weather Channel map places the Outer Banks, Delmarva coast, Jersey shore, southeast New York
(including New York City and Long Island) and southern New England under "extreme risk" from this
hurricane.

Possible impacts in these areas including flooding rain, a dangerous storm surge, severe coastal
flooding and damaging winds. It is important to remember small changes in the storm’s track could
result in lesser (or more severe) impacts, and errors are still large at this range.

National Hurricane Center Director Bill Read said he is worried about the threat Irene poses to New
England.

"The benchmark is the 1938 hurricane," he said. "I am very concerned with what will happen there."

We will have much more on this storm tomorrow.

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook this evening for additional updates.

More on Hurricane Irene:

• Tracking maps and radar
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• ’Extreme’ risk to coastal mid-Atlantic, southern New England (Aug. 24)

• First an earthquake, next a hurricane? (Aug. 24)

• Photos: Preparing for Hurricane Irene

• What it might mean for D.C., nearby beaches (Aug. 24)

• Video: Evacuations underway along coast (Aug. 24)

• Video: Irene strenghtens (Aug. 24)

• How to prepare for disaster

https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/%E2%80%9Dhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/gIQAsFcDcJ_blog.html%E2%80%9D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/%E2%80%9Dhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/local/for-washington-area-first-an-earthquake-next-a-hurricane/2011/08/24/gIQAe5DScJ_story.html%E2%80%9D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/%E2%80%9Dhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/world/hurricane-irene-tears-through-puerto-rico-cuba/2011/08/22/gIQAbouAXJ_gallery.html%E2%80%9D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/%E2%80%9Dhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-what-might-it-mean-for-washington-dc-and-nearby-beaches/2011/08/24/gIQA9CWlbJ_blog.htm%E2%80%9D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/%E2%80%9Dhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/hurricane-irene-evacuations-under-way/2011/08/24/gIQA31uPbJ_video.html%E2%80%9D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/%E2%80%9Dhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/irene-strengthens-as-it-heads-toward-east-coast/2011/08/24/gIQAbOPxaJ_video.html%E2%80%9D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-extreme-risk-to-coastal-mid-atlantic-southern-new-england/2011/08/24/%E2%80%9Dhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/hurricane-irene-are-you-prepared/2011/08/24/gIQAV62VbJ_blog.html%E2%80%9D

